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give up completely the command over Turkish troops and
merely exercise a right of inspection as formerly; or, if that
seemed impossible on account of the promises Germany
had made to Turkey, concentrate the Model Army Corps,
not at Constantinople, but at some other point, e.g.
Adrianople or in Asia Minor, but naturally not near
our frontier nor in the sphere of interests belonging to
France.27"

The suggestion that General Liman exercise his com-
mand, not at Constantinople where his presence might seem
to overawe the Ambassadors of the Powers, but at some
Turkish provincial town, at first sight seemed a hopeful
way out of the objections raised by Russia. Giers, Sverbeev,
and Xeratov, as well as Kokovtsev, favored this solution,
Smyrna and Adrianople were suggested. But at once dif-
ficulties arose from the selfish interests of France and Russia
themselves, France was strenuously opposed to having
General Liman at Smyrna, "where a German command
would be very dangerous to French interests." 273 Pichon,
however, thought that "at the worst, it might be possible
to agree to Adrianople*" 2T4 But the choice of Adrianople,
as the Russian Ambassador in Berlin shrewdly pointed out,
"would probably cause great excitement in Bulgaria, and
still further estrange this country from us [Russians]."275
Bethmann, on the other hand, in accordance with his con-
ciliatory attitude in the whole affair and his sincere desire
to find a solution satisfactory to Russia, was quite ready

2T2 Kokovtsev's report to the Tsar, 19 Nov./2 Dec., 1913; M.F.R.,
624 flf,; L.N., II, 411 ff. The accuracy of Kokovtsev's report is confirmed
by GP, XXXVIII, 212-217.

2T3hvolski to Sazonov, Tg. 550, Nov. 12/25;  MJFH., p. 641, but
omitted from L.N., and Stieve.   C/. also Izvolski's Tg. 555 (M.F,R;,p.642;
L.N., II, 189; Siebert-Schreiner, p, 678):   "Pichon has again insisted on
the fact that France cannot consent that Germans shall command at
or Beirut ; he has suggested Adrianople to the Porte."
g. 550.

***8verbeev*s confidential letter to Sazonov, Nov. 8/21; MJFU., p.
$ SJebart-Sdbtreiner, p. 677.